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What’'s Next?

Join us as we work to improve quality of life in #SwDetroit!

#SwDetroit will be ready for the developments happening in our neighborhood. Our residents will be
prepared to take advantage of all of the opportunity that comes from this. With your help, CoC’s work will

continue, stronger and more sustainable than before.

A targeted campaign that we continue to organize around is the systemic change in public education. With
our Education Alliance, we are working on our Chronic Absences Campaign in which we seek to create a
city-wide message of the importance of kids not missing more than 10 days of school a year: excused or

unexcused.

We are unique because of our diversity, culture, complexity and proximity to an international border. We
will leverage these strengths as we organize, lift our voices, and build power to bring high level jobs and

environmental protection to our neighborhoods.

We have learned lessons from our work mobilizing #SwDetroit and are ready to share our model with other

communities across the city, and across our nation.
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Contact

Congress of Communities
Southwest Detroit Neighborhoods
8638 West Vernor Highway
Detroit, Ml 48209

Phone: (313) 914-5315

Email:
info@congressofcommunities.org
Website:

cocswdetroit.com

Follow Us on Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube & Twitter:
@CoC_SWDetroit

Impact Statement
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Community Goal

Congress of Communities

Connecting Communities & Launching Leaders

“Congress of Communities was the first club |
joined that helped me open up - then | was able
to join more clubs at my school because | wasn’t

scared. | just loved it and couldn’t stop!”

Youth Leader

Our Mission:
The mission of CoC of Southwest Detroit Neighborhood is to provide
leadership and facilitate collaboration of residents, youth, and stakeholders
to foster a vibrant and sustainable community.

Over 10,000 residents, youth and stakeholders
participated in a 3-year planning process that led
to the creation of Congress of Communities (CoC).
CoC is the resident-led organizing and advocacy
agency in #SwDetroit that works to facilitate
solutions around the chaos that’s plaguing our
neighborhoods. Our work is focused on making
positive changes in Education, Safety, Workforce
Development, and Youth Opportunity. Through the
downfall of Detroit in 2008, #SwDetroit’s voice
was at the table helping Detroit solve its problems.
We fought for our schools to be open, we created
accountability for charter schools, and decreased
crime. CoC was a pivotal force at the right time.
Today, the power of our leaders is greater than
ever. Over 300 parents, youth, and residents are
change agents in our community - meeting with
legislators in Lansing and City Council and forming
spin-off organizations that get things done. We are
“Community Empowered!”

Maria Salinas, Executive Director
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Our Impact

When We Get Together, Change Happens! Uplifting Resident Voice Through Leadership Development

Safety Alliance
Taking Action Por Nuestros Nifios (TANN) Youth Council

*| have connected and met

with others to come together

in unity. Our teamwork makes @
the dream work.”

Adult Leader 1 5 0

decrease in @ “Youth need an adult to help push
them and make sure their voices

429/ crime betwgen :
o 2008-2015 in are being heard.That’s what you
#SwDetroit need. Strong adult allies that will
really promote youth voice.”

active members:

alumni:

Education Alliance
Youth Leader

Created a system for opening, closing, and transitioning schools. political officials:

A Seat at the Table

foundations:

Support for bilingual staff in schools

60 250

Policy Advocacy & Activism

Facilitated partnerships to create lasting change
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Justice For Det©#t

Residents plan, organize, CoC makes change happen

and mobilize for change Congress of Communities formed
#SwDetroit named i Political and educational wins help stabilize

“skill Neighborhood” . o
Skillman Good Neighborhood Residents activated through leadership . neighborhood condition

training/task forces ivilj Neighborhood e
‘ . ‘ . ‘ \-/Spin-off organizations improve conditions eighborhood conditions improve
\\_/ CoC model ready for replication

Organizing, engagement, advocacy continue

Resident power increases




