
This event promotes student
enthusiasm and competence through
written communication. It focuses on
the concept that students must be
encouraged in their academic lives if
they are to become effective
communicators. 

Students are inspired and
encouraged by their interaction
with successful, enthusiastic role
models for writing.
Students learn the importance of
effective written communication.
Students learn the power of the
well-written word and the way in
which it can inform, inspire and
transform.

These students, schools, teachers,
administrators and parents should be
saluted and celebrated!

FFrriiddaayy,, AApprriill 1133,, tthhee
YYoouunngg AAuutthhoorrss’’
CCoonnffeerreennccee cceelleebbrraatteedd
tthhee wwrriitttteenn wwoorrkk ooff
cchhiillddrreenn iinn kkiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn
tthhrroouugghh ffiifftthh ggrraaddee.. 

CCrreeaatteedd iinn 11996600,, TThhee SSkkiillllmmaann FFoouunnddaattiioonn hheellppss cchhiillddrreenn iinn
mmeettrrooppoolliittaann DDeettrrooiitt bbyy iimmpprroovviinngg tthheeiirr hhoommeess,, sscchhoooollss,, aanndd
nneeiigghhbboorrhhooooddss..  RReeaadd tthhiiss ppaaggee eevveerryy wweeeekk ffoorr iimmppoorrttaanntt 
nneewwss aabboouutt SSkkiillllmmaann FFoouunnddaattiioonn ggrraanntteeeess aanndd tthheeiirr wwoorrkk..

100 TALON CENTRE  DRIVE,  SUITE  100
DETROIT,  MI  48207

313.393.1185
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m a i l b o x @ s k i l l m a n . o r g

Ten winners per grade level were
selected by their teaches and invited
to attend the one-day fair where
their writings were displayed,
discussed and recited in front of an
audience. u The participating
schools were GGoommppeerrss EElleemmeennttaarryy,
HHeeaallyy IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall AAccaaddeemmyy, BBuurrtt
EElleemmeennttaarryy, VVeettaall EElleemmeennttaarryy--
MMiiddddllee, and HHaarrddiinngg EElleemmeennttaarryy
SScchhoooollss – all schools located in
DDeettrrooiitt’’ss BBrriigghhttmmoooorr CCoommmmuunniittyy –
one of the neighborhoods involved
with SSkkiillllmmaann’’ss GGoooodd
NNeeiigghhbboorrhhooooddss program area.

Each grade had its own type of story
to write and its own set of guidelines
to follow. u The children’s work was
displayed in three divisions:

Early Elementary (K-1): Personal
Narrative
Middle Elementary (Grades 2-3):
Realistic Fiction
Later Elementary (Grades 4-5):
Fantasy

This was the first year for the writing
fair, and the purpose of the
conference is to support classroom
teachers in their efforts to encourage
and improve students’ abilities in
writing, reading, listening and
sharing, as well as to recognize the
accomplishments of young authors.
u All children KK--55, including those in
special programs, were encouraged
to participate. 
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